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Legal Reform in Occupied Japan
A Participant Looks Back

Alfred C. Oppler

After & distinguished career 5 a jurst m
Germany, Alfred Oppler came to the F}mted
States in 1939, and in 1946 was invged to
Tokyo, where he was SCAP'S authority on
reform of the Japanese legal order Lo imple-
ment the principles of the new Constitation.
Here is his account of the legal reforms and
the methods used to achieve them.

The author describes: the wide scope of
his activities, which included a vigorous
wrveillance of relevant legislation, and ob-
servation of the administration of justice
throughout the country. He focuses on the
Continental nature of the Japanese law and
analyzes the American objectives as well as
the personalities of the Occupation and of
Japanese with whom he negotiated. Special
chapters describe the Supreme Court mis-
sion to the United States (which the author
escorted), the removal of General Mac-
Arthur, and the author’s post-Occupation
work on Japanese, Korean, and Ryukyuan
problems. Treating all aspects of the ]egu]
reforms, this book provides insights into
Japan during and after the Occupation that
are not available elsewhere. Legal and polit-
|c_u[ analysis is interspersed with accounts
of personal experiences.

Alfred C. Oppler's German career cli-
maxed with his appointments during the last
years of the Weimar Republic to .K‘wnciutc
Justice of the Prussian Supreme Administra-
tive l‘._'n-m and to Vice President of the
Prussian Disciplinary Court in Berlin, In
Japan he was Chief of the Courts and Law
Dj\.-r;'.nn of the Government Section, Su-
fr‘u:r-m\'up(".lrvl];luuul‘:r for the Allied Powers
.“LI Ju:r.l.\c- :F)[i'\.'h'u I1caf§cd the Legislation
= q:;‘,\r;lb ision of the Legal Section
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May 28, 1981

Dear Dr. Oppler:

I have heard of you from Mr.
Naito who visited you recently
I am much pleased to learn
that you are quite well. I w

Df. Alfred C. Oppler
hB—lO L, Meadow Lakes

Highstown, N. J. 08520 I:]

often think back to bhose micel v.S.A

days when we worked together

in reforming the criminal pro-|

cedure. At every occasion I

recommend to pecpls your

work: Legal Reform in Occupied
y wife joins me in

sending Iou our best wishes,
g’ for yuur good health.

/ Lt

especial

]
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PROF. DR. SHIGEMITSU DANDO
YAyl 2-16-4
BUNKYO-KU
ToKYD, 113 JAPAN




‘!nnm& L, -amms

‘Tokya, Japan
e

I am sorr; mbewlqnsmsm
n_:ént:ten.ed‘ya Capt, Mani

Tell Kazuko hello for
Cordially yours,




TaOMAS L. JONES
PAOFESSOR OF Lt

£) Z=zhL94 ~

ICHOOL OF LAW
Tet UMIVERIITY OF ALARAMA

March
Twenty-Fifth
1975

Anthony J. Maniscaleo, Esq.
2427 fazard Street
Houston, Texas 77019

Dear Mr. Maniscalco:

I appreciate very much your resp ﬁae to my letter of March 6, 1875.
As you could tell from my letten perhaps, I was taking o real -
shotgun approach in my atiempt td locate you,

The resson for my inguiry was that a friend of mine, Professor Koya
Matsuo of The University of Tokye, is studying the legisiative process
involved in the 1948 Code of Cpininal Procadure of Japan. Apparentiy
the Code was drafted by the joipt efforts of Americun and Japanese
lawyers, of whom you were one, |lLopa says that he has found severil
references to you as one of Lhalcuutributors. I think he would like
to get in touch with you. !

1 suspect Koya will write to you since he is very {luent in English.
To give you some backpground information on professor Metsuo, I will
give you some information on pim. I have known Professor Hatsuo since
he was doing graduate law workat The University of Michigan in 1963-85.
Koya is a very able person and|l am surs he i5 & very distinguished

er of the Low Faculty. Both Koya and his wife are lawyers, Pro-
fessor Matsuo has written widely in the eriminsl law area in Japan
and made comparative studies of Japanese and American erimimal law.
1 believe you will ehjoy your €ontact with him.

Thank you again for responding to my inquiTy.
dincerely yours,

T |
Thomus L. Jones
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AIR MA

Mr. Justice Shigemitsu Dando
Supreme Court of Japan
(Saiko Saibansho)

Tokyo, JAPAN
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Princeton University Press

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540




A complimentary copy of

LEGAL REFORM IN OCCUFPIED JAPAN: A PARTICIPANT
LOOKS BACK

is being sent to you before publication. We
hope you will find the book of interest and

will call it to the attention of your colleagues.

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Kr-'.s. Anna Lingoln

550 Resedale Hoad
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
T.5.4.

Dear Mrs. Lincolns

Thank you so much
terribly shocked by your very sad ne
Dr. Alfred Oppler on April 2L, 1982.
for more than 35 years, since thn pe
when we were angaged in the legal re
Cecupidd Japan he was kind encugh
I still remember very vividly how cli
critieizing each other, at other tim
It i5 realyy a wonderful reminfrence

T should believe tha
yourself and your family eclose to him
family became his American adopted fa
‘both your family and his shared the
experience.

As for the translpto
Looks Back, T "m sorry that I cinnob
try to get inforaantien and will lat ¥i

You write that you Bame from East Poland.

is very great. Hot to speak of
mentlon great names such as Fope
friends T have Judge Manfred Lacl
famous scholar of international
came to Japan from Poland more 4
Maximilian Kolbe (who later sac:
Jewish man), devoted his long 1if
until at last he died recantly a &

Enclosed in your
including In Memorium written by

I herewlth expre
of Or. Alfred Opnler, old friend
With warmest re

PROF. DN. BHIGEMITSU DANDD
YaArOl Z10.4

DN Y O-KE

ToKYo, 113 Jaran

m letter of May 25, 1982, I an.
ch announces the sudden death of
m & very good old Briend of mine
of the occupation of the allied lorces,
in Japan. In his Legal Heform in
places.
we worked together, sometimes
eply sympathising with each othsr.
me; it must be the same for him as well.

must .havu been very happy in having
was moved by your line that the Lincoln
As I understand from latler,

Fyour
of humnity obtained by the Stmilar

of hia An Jnpan, A
moment,

p;ﬂ‘ord !% you for the .%&

know a8 soon as I get one.

I know Folish peopla
and Copernicus in the past, I can soon
Paul IT and Mr. Walesa. Among my good
tha International Court of Justice, a
Franciscan Brother Zeno Rebrowskl, who
fty years ago together with the Bev.
his 1ife at Auschwitz in place of &
helping the peor throughout the eountry
age of 90.

ter, I have found newpsper clippings,
elf. I am touched by reading it.

=ost sincere condolences for the death
ne, whom I miss very deeply.

=y

Justice of the Supreme Court of Japan

ber of the Acudemy of Japan:

Sonorary Professor of the University

BT Tokyo
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1.Q.)inJapan Iénd_'Apléi'.i(':'a |

1 An Irish psychologist has ascertained ﬁ\iht Japa-
| nese children have an average 1.Q. score that is 11
. points higher than that of their _counter-
‘parts. How should American school

! state clearly who won, 1.Q. scores between
 different cultures are not to be taken senw’;f;ﬂfiey
: don’t necessarily measure the same thing, i
! What is more interesting about the present

study, reported in Nature magazine, is that within
| Japan the average 1.Q. score seems to have rigen
. significantly since World War I1. Children born dur-
| ing the war average 104 on the tests; those born in
| thedecade starting in 1959 average 111,

Having emerged over so short a time, the ,m

provement evidently owes nothing to heredity; it

i 2 !
¢ # b

Calmly, we think. Uniike baseball scores, whf?‘/
of

-,?';»a 25 (152
MY Timer B2

" must be due to environmental circumstances
health and nutrition,’ ¢ : e

- The author of the study surmises that the higher

m.qnammmumm

: growth. But his own data strong
the exact reverse: it is the sconomic mwt!l{ ;Pagtslg

- led to improved nutrition, and to the heavy emphasis

on education on the part of both the school and the
family. That is why scores have improved. It is also
why young Japanese men .., on the average, two
Inches taller than their parents. ;

- Whatever 1.Q. tests measure, it is clearly a vari-
able, not a fixed quantity. That is ane lesson of the
smdy.'n:eutharisthunmuyimemmnaﬂnu
should spare no pains to insure that its children’s
potential is fully realized g i £ A

. Alfred Oppler, Juris
- In Germany, Aided
MacArthur mJapan

jnfg’:ﬁ C‘Biogp]cé'er;.myud key
er B
aide to Gen!mi of the
MacArthur during the occupation

"' Japan after World War 11, died Satur.
day &t his home in Hightstown, N.J. He
was 89 old.

! Mr. Oppler was an assoclate justice
of the Prussian Supreme Administra-
Sipliary com i beriin duting the

" ciplinary court
final years of the Weimar Republic.

* After fleeing to the United States in
1838, Mr. Oppler served Harvard Uni-
-versity as a consultant to the Graduate

‘ministration. He went to Washington

1944 to work with the Foreign Economic
* Administration, which was then prepar-

ing for the military occupation of Ger-

many.
In 19846, he joined General MacAr-
thur's staff in Tokyo, where he served
as chief of the courts and law division in
the government section and later
headed the legislative and justice divi-
sion of the legal section. Mr. Oppler
held a number of similar positions in
e i’apsn&g after the occupation, and retired
«in 1958, -
He is survived by a daughter, Ellen C.
- Oppler of Syracuse.
A memorial service will be held May
8at4 P.M. in Trinity Episcopal Church,
' Princeton, N.J. '

£
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In Memoriam in Honor of
= ldge gmler p_y Anna Lincoln

The New York Times refers o Alired Oppler as a l?’l-rankh;; |udge in pre-| Hmer

Germany and a key aid to General Douglas MacArthur tion of Japan

after World War 1. To felfow Princetonians and friends hs was just *' D", who

rsmed"méﬂss to lead an active lite in the pursuit ol his most chsrlshad Inlamst
‘WHR

| had been most fortunate to have been a part of Nlrad's liter; wnd during the Ias1
few yeurs n! hls Lrle Shol 3 after the publication of his LEGAL REFORM IN JAPAN,

A PARTICI OOKS BACK by Princeton University Press, Allred was bmy
rewriting a manuscnpl containing some personal history on Germany and his boyhood
which he wanted lo publish. We worked on il logether and | gave him a personal
critique. He never lived to complete it u

Alfred's book, LEGAL REFORM IN JAPAN is baM? translalsd into Japanese Ihls
year, his judicial articles will appear in THE JAPANESE ENCYCLOPEDIA, and a
rsonal story aboul his New Hampshire life on Stony Pond is being published by the
ev. Eddie of Terrytown, New York. In August, 1981 during the anniversary of the ° ;
30-year peace treaty between the Um!ad States and Japan, Alired appeared on"
television in Tokyo, Japan. . .

!i is imy nt to note that Alfred contributed considerably to the content of my first =
SCAPE TO CHINA (1939-1948) expected lo come oul this Fall, E

Desprta his seniority of over fifty years, | considered ALFRED 1o be one of the maj
sources of my INSPIRATION in addition to VLADIMIR ZWORYKIN, FATHER F
TELEVISION and our daughter, IRENE, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY CLASS '77.
Alfred was vibrant, ebullient, in charge of life and exuded an intellect that at times
approximated ‘GENIUS’.

ALFRED SET OUT TO PHOVE THAT SENIOR CITIZENS ARE NOT *HUMAN
GARBAGE", TO QUOTE HIM FROM ONE OF THE MANY LITERARY LETTERS

HE WROTE ME, UT RESERVES OF BRILLIANCE AND ENERGY FROM WHICH

T GOAL HE SURPASSED HIMSELF AND

ING EXAMPLE OF PRODUCTIVE RETIREMENT IN MEADOW

LAKES AND PRINCETON ALMOST TO HIS 90TH YEAR.
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May 25, 1982
550 Rosedale Road
Princeton, N
Telephone: (

aw JETSEY 085 -'-rlD
609) 921-3036

Dear Mr. Dando:

T understand that you and Judge Alfred Oppler were old and close friends.
My husband and T have known Alfred for the past 1l years and after his wife,
Charlotte passed away spent very much time with him. The Lincoln family

became his American adopted family.

Suddenly in the midst of inspiration and zest for living Alfred was taken
from us on April 24, 1982. The Memorial Service wae held at Trinity Church
in Princeton and the reception follewing at our house. He left us his
friends and many memories as well as his ideas and unpublished works,

which he wanted completed.

He was delighted to know that his, LECAL REFORM IN JAPAN, A PARTICIPANT LOOKS
BACK by Princeton University Press is being translated into Japanese.
During'the Memorial Service that fact was mentioned and praised by a
promenent lawyer from Massachusetts, a Mr. Charles Kades, Esquire, who was

in Japan the same time Alfred was after World War IT.

Could you please let me know who is doing the Japanese translation and when

I could purchase it and how. I edited parts of his first manuscript describing
his boyhood years during World War I. He wanted it published and I am

trying to find a way. Is there anyone in Japan who might like to publish it
either in Japanese or in English? In America there is less interest in

World War I. There is a great deal that Americans can learn from the Japanese,
a reverance for the past and pride of workmanship. I mention his manuscript
because I am seeking to find a publisher for it. Tt is like a commission

from the departed.

I, like Alfred, fled from the war, but we came from the East, Poland not
the West, Germany. We ended up in Shanghai, China rather than America
and came here in 1948 during the communist takeover of China.

My own book, "Escape to China (1939-1948) is coming out this September.

These were painful years and the book 1s meant to be a memorial to my

parents. I am attached to old things and old people. They are THE ROOTS

OF LIFE, OUR NOURISHMENT AND SUSTENANCE. There is an old story of Slavic
origin called, "The Roots and the Leaves'. The leaves claim that they are

the essence of the tree. They look down upon the roots that dwell in the dirt.
The roots assert that they are the life of the tree, for without them, the

tree would die. Hidden in the mud they live, the genius of the tree. And

so it is with people like YOU AND ALFRED. T could sense the power of the roots
in people past 65. I have a deep reverence for the past and my ancestors.




Enclosed please find a newspaper clipping from the PRINCETON PACKET, an
In Memoriam that I wrote to honor Judge Alfred Oppler.

All of us will miss him. He leaves behind him so much affection and
righteous living for us to follow. He was a paradigm of virtue and harmony
in every sense. It is with a tear of joy that we say good-bye.

If you or your family are ever in Princeton the Lincoln family looks forward
to welcoming you at our home. Our daughter is a graduate of Princeton
University and our youngest son is 13.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours, 7]
/ >
C;;7;77?¢?y fjiZi:r1.C>ﬁﬁé:

Anna Lincoln




Supreme Conrd of Fapn PROF. Dy, SHIGEMNITSY DANDD
s ¥, 2
ol B:::“Imz;;‘: ‘
ToKYO, 113 JAPAN

Juae 1, 1982

Mrs. Ainne Lingoln

550 Rosedale Road
Princeton, New Jerssy OBSLO
M54,

Dear Mrs. Lincoln:

Thank you so much for your letter of }{ay 25, 1982. I am
terribly shocked by your very sad news which announces the sudden death of
Or. Alfred Oppler on April 24, 1982, He was a very good old Briend of mine
for more than 35 years, since the pericd of the cecupabion of the allied forces,
when we were engsged in the legal reform in Japan. In his Legal Eafors in
Oceunidd Japan he was kind enough to mention my name in scattered places.
T still remember very vividly how closely we worked togather, somstimes
eriticizing each other, at other times deeply sympathising with each other.
It 15 real¥y a wonderful ramim‘%ence or me; it must be the same for him as well.

I should believe that he must have been very happy in having
yourself and your family clese to him, I was moved by your line that the Lincoln
family becane his American adopted family. As I understand from your letter,
both your family and his shared the sense of humanity obtaiped by the similar
expsrience.

A3 for the translabor of his Legal E.nf in Japan,
Looks Back, I »m sorry that I cannot afford to te. _ﬁn '!'.
try to get informatien and will let you know as mn as I get one.

You write that you came from Bast Poland. I know Polish peopls
is very grest, Hob to speak of Chopin and Copernicus in the past, T ean soon
mention grest names such as Pope John-Faul IT and Mr. Waless. Among my 00¢
friends T have Judge Manfred Lachs, of the Tnternational Court of Jnn‘l:l.ae, ‘|
fameus scholar of internatiemal law. Franciscan Brother Zeno Zebrowski, who
ceme to Japan from Poland more than fifty years ago together with the Rav.
Maximilian Kolbe (who lnter sacrifieed his life st Auschwits in placs of a
Jewish man}, devoted his long 11fe in helping the poor throughout the country
until at last he died recenily a £ the age of 90.

gﬂt.

Enelosed in your lutwr, I have found newpapsr clippings,
including In Memorium written by yourself. 1 an bouched ¥ readin.g it.

T herewlth express my most sincers condolances “for the death
of Or, Alfrad Opnler, old friend of mine, whom I miss very deep];r

With warmest regards,
Singerely,
/ %ﬂ?‘x‘;

7 2R Justice of the Suprese Court of Japan
(T FIAR T, Yemvor of the Acideny of dapen
n orary Professor of the University
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June 1, 1982

Mrs. Anna Lineoln

550 Rosedale Road
Princeton, New Jersey 04540
B.S.h,

Dear Mrs. Lircoln:

Thank you so much foP your letter of May 25, 1982, T an
terribly shocked by your very sad news which announces the sudden deatn of
Dr. Alfred Oppler on April 2k, 1982. He was s very good old Sriend of mine
for more than 35 years, since the perlod of the occupation of the allied forees,
when ws were engaged in the legal reform in Japan. In his Lesgsl Reforsm in
Decupidd -Tagau he was kind enough to le:nrtion my name in scabtored p‘lma.
T still remember very vividly how clofely we worked together, scmetimes
criticizing each other, at other times deeply sympathising with each uthat.
Tt is realfy a wonderful reminfoence for me; Lt must be the same for him as well.

T should believe that he must have been very happy in having
yourself and your family elese to him. I was moved by your line that the Linccln
family became his American adopted Tamily. As I understand From your letber
both vour family and his shered the semse of humanity obt=insd by the similar
experience,

As for the translatur of his Lesal Refors in Japan, LP&?M“# 3
Looks Back, I am sorry that I cannot afford to tell you Tor the 19

Try to get information and will lst you kmow as =con as T gat ons, |

You write thet you came from East Peland. T lknow Polish pnnple
is very great. Not to spesk of Chopin and Copernicus in the past, T can soon
mention great msmes such as Pope John-Paul IT and Mr, Walesa, Amene my good
friends I have Judge Manfred Lachs, of the Internationsl Court of Jusﬁcs_ a
famous scholar of international l-m Francisoan Brother Zeno Rebrowski, who
came to Japan from Folsnd more than fifty years ago together with the Bev.
Maxizilian Kolbe (who later smcrifiged his 1ife at Auschwitz in place of a
Jewish man), devoted his long 1ife in helping the poor throughout the country
until at last he died recently a t the age of 50.

Enclosed in your letier, I have found newpaper clippings,
including In Memorium written by yeurself. 1 am touched by r:;d!:ng it

T herewlth express Wy most sincers cuudnlwnnea &or the mtﬁ.
of Ir. Alfred Cpriler, old friend of mine, whom I miss very deeply.

With warmest ragra‘# "
Sinserely,
// %’@f’?j{é

é‘iﬁtice of the Suprese Court of Jélmn
mher of the Academy of Japan
:mur'ar_\r Frafessor of the 'I]nivsr-ﬁ.t‘_r
I Tokyo

G’a i /g 2 f /G{’?f"("’
f) i;/r L {Nﬂwﬁ“jﬁ%“

,A f i batcr




ALFRED C OPPLER
26 HCORNOR LANE
PRINCETON NJ 08540

Mr. Justice Shigemitsu Dando
Yayol 2-16-4
Bunkyo-Ku

Tokyo 113
Japan
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26 Hornor Lane, Princeton, N.J., 5. 37, 79

Mr. Justice Dr. Shigemltsu Dando
Yayol 2-16-4

Bunkyo-Ku

Tokyo 113, Japan

Dear lr. Justice Dando:

Your kind letter ofMay 18 was a
great joy for me. I too greatly treasure
the memory of our cooperative efforts with
outstanding scholars as yourself, judges,
lawyers and government officlals of Japan
in connection with the reform of the Code
of Criminal Procedure. I still belleve
that the enthusliasm which you mentlon made
the Japanese and American participants part-
ners in the endeavor to do a good Jjob,
something guite unusuval in a military occup-
atlion.

Of course, the pressure of time
prevented us from dolhg perfect work, but
I do not think we have to be ashamed of the
result. It is now up to you and your associates
to improve the Code.
I am glad you enjoyed the pictures.
I only regret that I could not use them in
my book, since my dear wife had hidden the
album and I found it too late. Dr. Justin
Williams will include one of them in his
fortheoming book.
I'ne news of the death of so many
of the participants made me very sad. To
survive so long has certailnly 1lts tragic sides,
particularly when you lose your companion
of 1life,
Many good wishes also for your
Judicial activities and compliments to Mrs. D..

Sincerely,

[Hted L. Oppte







Dr. Alfred C. ©

March 24, 1939
at II-'\"P‘ incetan
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How the Conservatives
Rule Japan

By Nathanie] B. Thayer

“[This] is the first major w

ork focusing di-
rectly on

the intricate mechanisms of cop-
servative rule, As g pioneering work it ad-
mirably fulfils jts mission. For the first time
the organization and behavior of the Liberal
Democratic Party are subjected to a sea-
soned political seientist’s systematic and
critical observation and analysis."—The
American Political Science Review

“Nathanjel B. Thayer's study of the Jap-
anese Liberal-Democratic Party is a rarity
in at least two respects. It is the only book
n English on this vital subject, and, more-
over, it makes lively, vivid reading, free of
jarg(m."—C'wnparaﬂ've’ Politics

"+« . the most thorough and detailed ac-
count of the organization and operation of
the ruling conservative LDP in g Western
language."—The Review of FPolitics

Studties of the East Asian Institute,
Columbia University

Cloth / Paper, 349 pages. 1969
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ALFRED C DPPLER

How the C onservatives
Rule Japan

By Nathaniel B, Thayer
“[This)

is the first major work focusing di-
rectly o

N the intricate mechanisms of con-
servative rule, As a pioneering work it ad-
mirably fulfils its missjon, For the first time
the organization and behavior of the Liberal
Democratie Party are subjected 1o 2 sed-
soned political scientist's systematic and
critical  observation and analysis."—The
American Political Science Review

“Nathaniel B, Thayer's study of the Jap-
anese Liberal-Demacratic Party is a rarity
in at least two respects, It is the only book
in English on this viral subject, and, more-
over, it makes lively, vivid reading, free of
jargon.”"—Comparative Palitics

" . the most thorough and detajled ac-
count of the organization and operation of
the ruling conservative LDP in a Western
language"—The Review of Politics

Studies of (he East Asian Institute,
alumbia University

Cloth / Paper. 349 pages: 1963
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Tokyo, Jamuary 6,1982

i}

Dear Dr. Oppler:

Your lines =re just amewing
fascinating. They are not only
poetic but they touch the pro- -
fundity of heart. ToidTatbmah b ST S
your letter %o the le page
of your work: Legal Reform in Dr. 4lfred C. Of
Occupied Japan in memory of Meadow Lakes #L8-1C
the nmice time we had in common iightstown NJ 08520
during the reform work.
With warmest regards, in which my
wife joins me,

Sincerely,

PROF. DR. SHIGEMITSU DANDO
Yavrol 2-18-4

BUNKYO-KU

TOKYO, 113 JAPAN
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Christmas 1961

Peace on Earth, to man good willl
Is this message valid still

With dtomic confrontatlon,
Unemployment and inflation?

When the bell of Christmas rings,
Let's remember pleasant things,
Be for future optimistie

And a little ratalistiocl

| A8 this life's long journey ends,

We feel close to our friends
And-it is a sweet tradition-
Give this fesling recognition

And report at sdvent's time

gn ourselves in prose or Thyme.
ere ars my wishes and regards

In lieu of colored Christmas cards.

One-nine-eight-two is alsc near;
Oh, may it be a happy year|

1 wish that I could shake the hands
Of all I love in many lands,

Included in my compliments
Are Meadow Lakes' co-residents
In haven of longevity-

Fair ladies the majorityl

As to myself, I am not fine:

The weak, old Adam does decline,
Though my vain ego does not find
This to be true of spirit, mind.

My writing has become cobsession;
It substitutes for s profession.
I'he subjlect now is Germany
Before the Hitler tyranny.

Howevar, the Japan connection

Has never ceased to show affection.
The month of August found that natlon
In an important celebration: :

Feace [reaty thirty years ago
With US, once her hated foe.
A Tokyo television ocrew

Did organize an interview




Of US experts on thelr nation
And members of the Occupation.
Ihey came to our institution,
Asked me on law and Constitutiom.

# - YL YT E

When they had finished with my lecture,
They much enjoyed the architecture

Of our place; these picture-taksrs
Shot also dining Meadow-Lakers.

i}

1 had two fine vacation brakes
In eighty-one from Meadow Lakes:
Historic Willlamsburg in May
Including also Jamestown bay.

My dearest daughter, always ready
To care for her most anclent daddy,
Escortet me throughout tha tour.
The autumn club made it a cure,

— AL

I do most gratefully remember
End  August and begin September.
Ihe charming Lincoln family

Was my New Hampshire company.

Of all of them I am much fond.

Ihey liked my cottage and the pond.
Ine many friends around the coast
Welcomed the half-forgotten ghost.

What do I hope for sighty-two,
Provided that I make it through?
For better health I forward look,
Por Ellen's new Picasso book

On Guerniea that should appear
At Norton in the coming year.

I humbly pray for our nation:
Compassion, peace, and moderationi
A more refined diplomacy

And not too much plutooracy.

[epreat C. Oppler
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Supreme Lonrt of Japan PROF. Dit. SHIGEMITaU DANDO
Qakw Yavol 2104

BUNKYO-KU
Tokvo, T3 Japan

June 21, 1981

Dr. Alfred C. Oppler
Meadow Lakes, L8-10L
Hightstown, NJ 08520
UuSahe

Dear Dr. Oppler:

Thank you so much for your good letter of June 11, 1981,
I am delighted to learn that you are very well in physicsl heslth as well
as in the spirit and the mingd and that you are writing, this time, about
Germany. I look forward to the publication of your new hook, which must
be as impressive and infermative as your Ldgal Reform in Occupled dJapan.
As for the latter I take avery opportunity in making 1t known to peapla,

I hope you know already that Mr, Nalto hes of late made appear
e short news of you on sirecent #scue of Tha Asahl Shimbun,ons of the hest
papers (or one might say, the best paper} in Japan,

I am sorry my address was misleading. Myiname 1s capped with
Professor, because I am keeping the title of Honorary Professor of The
University of Tokyo. I will not quit the Supreme Court until November 1983,
when I reach the age of saventy, fixed for a Justice to retire. I am
inteddipg to rdsume my academlic sctivities upon my retirement. Thers
are a little bit more than two years till then,

apers
My wife joins me in sending our best wishes and

warmest regards,
Sincerely,

S Lot
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